GRANGE-OVER-SANDS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report! 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year 

H E **  » tt 

A 2 0DECj2 
C.R.  5 

1251. 

December,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Grange-over-Sands  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1951. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS . 


Area  in  acres,  1,884. 

Population  - Preliminary  Census,  1951.  3,071. 

- Registrar-General's  Estimate 

mid  1951*  2,774. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1951.  989. 

Rateable  Value.  £31,098. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate.  £127. 


The  Urban  District  of  Grange-over-Sands  is  situated  on  the 
northern  shore  cf  the  estuary  of  the  River  Kent  which  forms  part 
of  Morecaia.be  Bay.  It  is  a residential  town  and  holiday  resort. 

VITAL  STATISTICS . 

The  principal  vital  statistics  for  1-951  and  for  the  preceding 
five  years  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  2, 

Of  the  26  births  registered,  13  were  males,  of  which  two  were 
illegitimate,  and  13  females  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

88%  of  the  deaths  were  in  persons  of  65  years  of  age  and  over 
and  the  main  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease  13  and  malignant 

growths  9. 

The  table  below  shows  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  Grange- 
over  Sands  coup  are  with  those  for  England  and  Wales  and  148  smaller 
towns  for  each  of  the  preceding  five  years.  The  rates  quoted  are 
for  1,000  population  in  every  case. 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  Compared  with  England  and  Wales  and  148  Smaller 

Towns. 


Ye  ar. 

England 

and  Wales. 

148  Smaller  Towns 

Grange 

over  Sands. 

25-50,000  population. 

Urban 

District. 

Births. 

De aths. 

Births. 

De aths. 

Births 

De aths. 

1947. 

20.5 

12.0 

22.2 

11.9 

10.6 

18.1. 

1948. 

17.9 

10.  8 

19.2 

10.7 

11.7 

14.3 

1949 

16.7 

11.7 

18.0 

11.6 

10.9 

8.3 

1950 

15.8 

11.6 

16.7 

11.6 

12.3 

9.6 

1951 

15.5 

12.5 

16.7 

12.5 

12.6 

8.6 

NOTE:  The  death  rates  for  the  Grange-over-Sands  Urban  District 

quoted  in  the  above  table  for  the  years  1947  and  1948  are  the 
Crude  Death  Rates.  Those  for  the  years  1949  to  1951  inclusive  are 
adjusted  death  rates  after  correction  for  age  and  sex  distribution. 

The  birth  rates  for  1947  to  1949  inclusive  are  the  crude 
birth  rates  and  those  for  1950  and  1951  are  adjusted. 


1 


Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary  District. 
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Adjusted  (live  birth  rate  ( comparability  factor,  1.34)  = 12.6  per  1,000. 
(death  rate  (comparability  factor,  0.60)  = 8.6  per  1,000. 
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The  correction  is  made  so  that  the  adjusted  rates  for  the 
Grange -over- .Sands  Urban  District  can  be  coupared  with  the  adjusted 
rate  for  any  other  locality  or  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole  but  as  with  all  rates  computed  on  such  small  figures  it 
should  be  accepted  with  a certain  amount  of  reserve. 

STAEE . 

J.L.  Wild,  M.A. , M.B.,  B.Chir. , 

M.R.C.3. , L.R.C.P. , D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Dalton  - 
in-Eumess  Urban  District,  Ulverston 
Urban  District,  Ulverston  Rural 
District. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health; - 
Other  Appointments  Held:- 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  - Health 
Division  Ho.  1 - Lancashire  County 
Council e 

Sanitary  Inspectors-  H.Baxendale,  Sanitary  Inspector's 

Certificate,  R.  S.  I.,  Inspector  of 
Meat  and  Other  Roods. 

Other  Appointments  Heidi-  . Assistant  Surveyor. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Grange  Urban  District  is  from  moorland 
gathering  grounds  which  are  not  cultivated  but  are  grazed  by  sheep. 

The  gathering  grounds  are  situated  at  Chapel  House  Plantation 
in  the  Parish  of  Staveley  in  the  Ulverston  Rural  District  and  a 
further  area  at  Newton- in-Cartmel , where  the  reservoirs  and  treatment 
works  are  situated.  The  reservoirs  have  a total  capacity  of  32,500,000 
gallons.  After  treatment  with  lime,  filtration  and  chlorination  the 
water  passes  to  a storage  tank  of  140,000  gallons  capacity  and  thence 
to  the  trunk  mains  for  distribution.  There  are  three  service 
reservoirs  in  Grange,  at  Windermere  Road  (150,000  gallons),  Hampsfell 
(200,000  gallons)  and  Wartb arrow  (200,000  gallons)  which  serve  as 
reservoirs  in  case  of  interruption  in  trunk  mains  and  also  for 
equalising  demand  in  the  trunk  mains. 

A new  chlorinating  plant  was  installed  in  June. 

During  the  months  June  to  September,  the  normal  supplies  were 
interrupted  owing  to  drought  and  a supplementary  supply  was  obtained 
from  the  spring  feeding  the  lake  in  the  Ornamental  Gardens.  The 
spring  water  is  collected  in  a well,  chlorinated  and  pumped  into  the 
trunk  mains.  The  spring  is  at  present  open  to  pollution  by  water 
fowl,  dogs  etc.,  and  the  Council  have  authorised  work  to  proceed  with 
a view  to  eliminating  pollution  in  the  future. 

All  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  have  a piped  water 
supply. 

The  supply  was  examined  both  bacteriologically  and  chemically 
during  the  year  and  the  results  are  summarised  be  low: - 

Reservoir  Water:-  The  results  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis 
indicated  a good  upland  surface  water  free  from  contamination  and 
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suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Mains  Waters-  The  water  was  free  from  organic  matter  of  animal 
origin  and  in  the  Analyst's  opinion  was  quite  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes. 

Emergency  Supply:-  The  water  was  organically  very  pure  and  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  apart  from  the  rather  high  free 
chlorine  concentration  which  may  give  rise  to  coup  taint. 

The  chlorine  concentration  was  due  to  the  sample  being  taken 
at  the  point  of  mixing. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  a scheme  for  providing 
additional  water  supplies.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  a 
reservoir  of  50  million  gallons  cap  acity  at  Sinpson  Ground  (Chapel 
House)  and  in  order  to  safeguard  the  supply  the  whole  catchment  area, 
a total  of  607  acres,  was  purchased  during  the  year. 

Rainfall. 


January 

6.96 

July 

4.44 

February 

4.06 

August 

4.32 

March 

4,84 

Sep  te  mbe  r 

4.96 

April 

2,20 

October 

1.05 

May 

2.62 

November 

8.41 

June 

1.05 

December 

3.40 

Year 

First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Total. 

Quarter 

Quarter . 

Quarte  r 

. Quarter. 

1937 

12.69 

9.39 

n.47 

8.59 

42,14 

1038 

11.21 

.1 1 1 33 

15 . 88 

24.05 

62 . 47 

1939 

13.17 

8,20 

13.62 

13.15 

48.18 

1940 

9 * 16 

5.35 

12,54 

17  .'61 

44. 66 

1941 

9.68 

6 ,69 

9.78 

13.93 

40,08 

1942 

8.12 

7,89 

17  > 08 

14,50 

47.59 

1943 

12.55 

12  e 36 

19  ■>  22. 

13.20 

57/33 

1 944 

8.61 

10.90 

16,22 

20,  35 

56 . 06 

1945 

13.22 

10,80 

10.20 

10.39 

44.71 

1946 

12.97 

8.72 

20.12 

16 , 83 

58.64 

1947 

9.89 

12.42 

9.87 

11.74 

43.91 

1948 

16 « 86 

13.69 

14.95 

13.39 

58,89 

1949 

9 = 29 

9.18 

9 .06 

21.02 

48 . 56 

1950 

lie  85 

8.63 

21.04 

12.87 

54.37 

1951 

15.86 

5.87 

13.72 

12 . 86 

48.31 

15  years 

average 

11.64 

9.26 

14.65 

15.56 

51.19 

Sewerag 

e and.  Sewage  Dispo 

sal  s , 

The  sewerage  to  the  Urban  District  is  a combined  system  and 
the  disposal  is  by  rough  screening  and  afterwards  discharge  into 
the  tidal  estuary. 

Most  of  the  district  is  sewered,  apart  from  isolated  areas 
which  are  dependent  on  septic  tanks.  These  areas  are,  briefly, 
the  higher  parts  of  Grange  Dell,  the  Slack  area  of  Windermere  Road, 
Lynden$  Estate,  a number  of  farms  and  Holme  island. 

Sewage  from  the  lower  end  of  Grange  adjacent  to  the  railway 
station  is  collected  in  a well  situated  in  the  Ornamental  Gardens 
where  dual  pumps  are  installed  to  lift  the  sewage  into  the  main 
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outfall  sewer.  This  sewer  runs  the  full  length  of  the  Promenade 
from,  the  station  to  the  main  outfall  tanks,  where  the  sewage  is 
screened  and  discharged  into  the  estuary.  The  higher  parts  of  the 
town  (excluding  the  Ivents  Bank  Area)  discharge  into  tributary 
sewers  which  ultimately  join  the  main  outfall  sewer  on  the  ■ » 

Promenade . 

In  the  Kents  Bank  Area  the  main  outfall  sewer  passes  under  the 
railway  adjacent  to  Kents  Bank  Station  and  then  along  the  seaward 
side  of  the  railway  embankment  to  a screening  tank  (situated  at 
Kirkhead  End),  the  outfall  from  which  again  discharges  into  the 
estuary. 

All  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  are  now  provided  with 
fresh  water  closets,  there  being  no  privies,  pail  closets  or 
waste  water  closets. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal . 

A fortnightly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  The  domestic  refuse  is  collected  with  a 
special  type'  vehicle  employing  a_  staff  of  two. 

Throughout  the  year  a weekly  service  was  maintained  for  the 
collection  of  trade  refuse.  This  is  undertaken  jointly  by  the 
special  vehicle  and  the  general  purpose  vehicle,  employing  in  all 
a staff  of  four.  There  is  no  special  charge  for  the  collection  of 
trade  refuse , 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  is  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s 
incinerator  and  other  material  like  builder’s  refuse  etc.,  is  tipped 
adjacent  to  the  incinerator. 

Informal  action  was  necessary  in  a few  cases  for  the  provision 
of  refuse  bins,  and  in  one  case  formal  action  was  taken.  In  all 
these  cases  the  notices  were  complied  with.  It  is  pleasing  to 
report  that  eight  ashpits  were  replaced  by  bins  during  the  year 
and  only  one  ashpit  now  remains  in  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 

INSPECTION  AUD  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD . 

All  the  food  shops,  kitchens,  bakehouses  etc.,  were  visited  at 
least  once  during  the  year  and  on  the  whole  a fairly  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  exists.  In  one  or  two  cases  informal  action  was 
necessary  and  as  a result  of  this  action,  work  was  carried  out  which 
brought  the  premises  in  most  cases  beyond  the  required  standard. 

During  the  year,  on  the  recommendations  of  a circular  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  notices  were  issued  requesting  persons 
not  to  take  dogs  into  shops  where  food  is  sold.  It  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  these  notices  have  been  very  effective. 

Milk  and  Dairies , 

There  are  no  dairies  situated  within  the  district,  most  of  the 
distributors  have  their  premises  situated  outside  the  authority. 

Pive  distributors  are  licensed  to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk 
and  only  two  distributors  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  raw  milk. 
There  is  no  heat  treated  milk  sold  in  the  district. 

No  samples  have  been  examined  for  cleanliness  or  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  it  is  intended  to  begin  sampling  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 
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Bute he r s ^hop  s . 


There  are  four  butchers  shops  in  Grange  and  on  inspection 
these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  conveyance  of  meat  between  the  abbattoir  and  the  shops  in 
Grange  gave  some  cause  for  action  and  on  the  methods  being  investi- 
gated and  as  a result  of  informal  action  a certain  amount  of 
inprovement  was  achieved,  but  practicable  difficulties  prevent  a 
satisfactory  standard  being  obtained. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  situated  in  the  district  the 
central  slaughterhouse  being  situated  at  Ulverston. 

Bake  Houses. 

There  are  seven  bake-houses  on  the  register,,  most  of  which  are 
used  in  conjunction  v/ith  shops.  All  were  visited  during  the  year 
and  informal  action  w as  necessary  in  two  cases.  As  a result  of  this 
the  premises  were  brought  beyond  the  minimum  standard.  The  rest 
were  on  the  whole  good,  being  reasonably  clean,  having  satisfactory 
washing  facilities  and  sanitary  accommodation,  but  in  some  cases 
wprk  could  be  carried  out  to  modernise  the  premises. 

Re  staurant  But chens „ 

All  the  restaurant  kitchens  have  been  inspected  during  the  year. 
All  of  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  except  for  the  need  of 
minor  repairs  and  renewals. 

Fried  Fi sh  >3 rap s 

There  is  only  one  fried  fish  shop  and  on  inspection  it  was 
found,  to  be  in  need,  of  a certain  amount  of  improvement.  Informal 
action  has  been  taken  with  a view  to  this  being  rectified.. 

We  t F j sh  Shop  s , 

In  Grange  there  are  two  such  shops  and  both  were  found  to 
be  fairly  good  on  every  inspection. 

Gre  e n Grocers  Shop  s , 

Most  of  the  greengrocers  shops  were  kept  in  a satisfactory 
state.  In  several  cases  where  the  goods  were  displayed  it  was 
necessary  to  point  out  that  there  was  a contravention  of  the  Food 
Byelaws. 

Grocers  Shops. 

All  the  grocers  shops  were  inspected  and  on  the  whole  were, 
found  to  be  fairly  good.  Some  have  excellent  storage  accommodation 
but  a few  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  this  aspect  and  informal 
action  was  necessary  to  achieve  some  improvement. 

C onf  e c t i on  e r s Shop  s 

Again  all  the  shops  were  found  to  be  good,  but  in  some  cases 
the  traders'  methods  of  display  were  found  to  contravene  the  bye- 
laws, and  informal  action  was  necessary. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  cf  Ice  Cream . 

All  the  shops  concerned  were  inspected  several  times  during 
the  year,  and  a further  six  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale 
and  two  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  by  the  cold-mix  method. 

Most  of  the  ice-cream  solid  is  wrapped,  v/ith  a few  exceptions. 
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Condemnation  of  Food. 


During  the  year  the  undermentioned  articles  of  food  were 
surrendered  after  condemnations - 

3 stones  fish. 

35  tins  fruit. 

14  Its.  Luncheon  Meat. 

15/4  lbs.  Pressed  Beef. 

144  lbs,  7 oz  Ham. 

6 tins  Ham 
1 tin  veal. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  most  of  the  food  condemned 
was  of  foreign  origin. 


HOUSING. 

The  housing  in  the  district  is  comparatively  of  a good 
standard,  most  of  the  houses  have  baths  and  hot  water  supplies 
and  approximately  70%  are  owner-occupied. 

A few  cases  occurred  during  the  year  when  it  was  necessary 
to  take  informal  action  to  remedy  sanitary  defects  found  in 
dwe 1 1 i ng  houses. 

There  are  no  congested  areas  of  dilepidated  dwellings 
requiring  action,  under  the  Housing  Act  and  complaints  during 
the  year  were  very  few. 

As  is  common  throughout  the  country  there  is  a shortage  of 
houses  within  the  district  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
improve  the  position.  During  the  year  eight  flats  were  erected 
by  the  Council  and  four  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during  the  year. 

.SCHOOLS. 

There  are  two  schools  within  the  urban  district,  one  is  a 
private  school  and  one  is  a church  school. 

The  sanitary  circumstances  of  each  are  satisfactory. 

CFFFN SIVF  TRADES, 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  district, 
PHEVALEDCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS  DISK  ASH! . 

The  following  table,  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  the 
notifiable  infectious  deseases,  after  correction,  which  occurred 
in  the  Urban  District  during  the  five  years  1946  - 1956  compared 
with  the  number  in  1951. 
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1951. 

Di  sease 

i M 

£ 

S (A 

1947 

co  ! 

■=t 

1949 

1950 

Number 

of 

Case  s . 

Removed  Number 
to  of 

Hospital  Deaths. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

l 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Measles. 

- 

6 

18 

1 

68 

3 

- - 

Who  op  ing 
Cough 

6 

— 

2 

3 

19 

2 

- - 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

- - 

Puerperal 
fever  & 
pyrexia. 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- - 

Dysentery 

2 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- - 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- - 

C.  S.  F. 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- - 

Polio- 

myelitis 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

— 

- - 

Food 

p oisoning 

- 

- 

- 

— 

3 

— 

- — 

TOTAIS 

11 

11 

2.3 

7 

91 

5 

— — 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


All  patients 
and  one  fro  si 


new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified 
were  females,  two  suffering  from  pulmonar 
n on-p ulmcnary  tub  ercu 1 o si s . 


during  the  year, 
■y  tu b e r cul  o si  s 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 . 

Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  ma.de  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

.Written  Occupiers 
Notices. Prosecuted. 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2.  3,  4 and  6 are  to  he 
enforced  by  Local  Author! tie; 

s 1 

1 

Nil  Nil. 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority.  21 

17 

Nil  Nil 

TOTALS 

22 

18 

Nil  Nil 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47. 


No  action  was  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year. 


In  conclusion  I thank  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and 
the  Officers  of  the  Grange  Urban  District  Council  and,  in 
particular*,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  for  courtesy 

and  he  Ip . 


l have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

<J  • La  W 1LD  . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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